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Audience and Scholars: Discourse Communities 
The discourse communities I have identified all have stakes in my area of research, therefore 
they are both my potential audience and potential scholars from which I can learn. The discourse 
communities’ relevant interests and scholarship is outlined below: 
 
Sociology: The sociological discourse community has a vested in interest in the idea of identity 
formation and social control, both of which relate to my area of inquiry. It is common knowledge 
that sociologists are interested in social control, gender and power issues, and social change in 
general. A more specific example of how these issues can be manifested can be found in an 
article from the Clothing and fashion Encyclopedia (http://angelasancartier.net/religion-and-
dress). Namely, the article examines the role that ‘dress codes’ imposed by religious authorities 
plays within these larger issues. Examining sociological studies of religious communities reveals 
other issues in which today’s sociological community is interested. One study out of Colorado 
State University, titled “Becoming Muslim. The Development of a Religious Identity,” examines 
both the social and religious factors that play into the formation of an individual’s religious 
identity. It also looks at the weight of each of these factors. Another study, “The Relationship of 
Jewish Community Contexts and Jewish Identity: A 22-Community Study,” reveals what some 
sociologists consider to be the components and markers of Jewish identity. As a whole the 
sociological community can provide me with valuable information about factors in the 
development and expression of a religious identity, and would make for a potential audience 
once I have reached my own conclusions about this area of interest. 
 
Rhetoric: The rhetorical discourse community also has a vested interest in the more general 
concept of identity formation. One rhetorical article examines this area of interest. The article, 
“The Discourse of Dress and Appearance: Identity Talk and a Rhetoric of Review,” appears to be 
delving the role that rhetoric plays in identity formation and expression. It examines the concept 
of the rhetoric of review, the methods in which humans evaluate the appearance of themselves 
and others, and the role that this concept plays in the construction and expression of identity.  
Additionally a book, Identity and Agency in Cultural Worlds examines the role of sign 
processes, indication, and designation (together this is semiotics) in identity expression. This can 
be concluded from the author’s claim that the bulk of the research comes from a scholar named 
Mikhail Bakhtin, who specialized in semiotics. The rhetoric community could provide me with 
useful information to examine religious artifacts as well as a potential audience to see my results, 
should rhetoric be written about as an important factor in identity formation and expression. 



Individuals within the Observant Jewish Community: Individuals Jews have questioned what 
it means to be Jewish and how this identity is expressed and perceived by others. An article from 
the website frumsatire.net examines the many ways in which a religious artifact, the Kippah, can 
express components of one’s Jewish identity. This conclusion can be drawn from the way in 
which the author describes his Jewish community’s interpretation of his Jewish identity based 
solely off his Kippah and fashion choices. A blog entry from jewgleperth.com, a collection of 
five Australian Jewish bloggers, defines the components of Jewish identity and examines how 
these components interplay in creating a strong Jewish identity. As it turns out these are different 
than the components defined by sociologists. A newspaper article found from the Jewish Dailey 
Forward reflects on the changing role of the Kippah. It examines the different things a Kippah 
would express in different time periods. It can be concluded that there is talk within the Jewish 
community about the role of clothing in religious identity expression.  
 
 
Tensions and Conflicts, Questions that Arise 

• A blog website by woman turned religious, named Rucheli, expresses what she 
believes is important in an observant Jewish lifestyle. Rucheli’s blog focuses more on 
the spiritual side aspects of Judaism, while frumsatire.net focuses more on the legal 
and technical side of Judaism. Compare and contrast the ways in which different 
denominations within Judaism express the observant lifestyle. What can be concluded 
about these different denominations philosophies based on this comparison? 

• To what extent do our fashion choices influence the expression and perception of our 
Jewish identity?  

• To what extent do religious ‘dress codes’ give power to the religious authority. 
• To what extent is religious expression an act of conformity? Where is the 

individuality in identifying with a Jewish denomination? 


